Advice from Agents
Agents agreed that page turners must do the following:

· Employ conflict, tension and high drama

· Contain memorable characters

· Generate an emotional response in readers

· Tell great stories

Page turners have inwardly conflicted characters and layered, woven plots that build with memorable depth and power.

All agreed to raising the stakes. Here are 6 ways to do so.

· Give your protagonist insurmountable odds.

· Add a deadline.

· End chapters with a cliff hanger.

· Crank up the tension in small ways. If the character is driving, make it at night, etc.

· Keep track of what’s going on with the antagonist. If the readers know the hero is in danger, they’ll hold their breath.

· Keep things moving. If nothing is happening, the reader will start to skim.

Ways to create memorable characters.

· Know your character inside and out.

· Make your characters interesting, larger than life.

· Make the reader care about your character.

· Make sure the character cares passionately about what’s happening.

· Give the protagonist a weakness, a fatal flaw. It will help the reader identify and as a result, care more.

· Consider basing some aspect of the character on a real person.
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