THREE LAYERS OF CHARACTER IDENTITY 
1. Sociological

· Character’s social class.

· What kind of neighborhood did she grow up in?

· What kind of schools?

· What is her political belief?

· Which church, if any, nourishes her spirit?

· What were her parents’ attitudes about sex, money, success, religion, etc?

· Was she given lots of freedom as a child or none?

· Was discipline harsh, lax, or someplace in between?

· Did she have many friends, few, or none?

2. Physiological

· Height

· Weight

· Age 

· Sex

· Race

· Health

Society shapes our character based on appearance, build, skin color, differences, posture, etc. All of these traits influence the way a person would have developed.

3. Psychological

Based partly on the sociological and physiological history, your character made numerous choices. Why does your character do what she does? Why does she respond to loud noises in a certain way? What are her hopes, dreams, and most importantly, what are her fears? What is the base line of her emotional level? You must know the emotional level of your character, because this will change as the plot demands more and more from the character. What is the character ashamed of? What is the one hurdle that could bring the character down?
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